Closure of Cultural Investment Programme 
Dear Cllr … (Find your local councillor here) 
I am writing to express my concern about the proposed closure of the Cultural Investment Programme included in the 2025-26 budget consultations.

The Cultural Investment Programme represents less than 1% of Bristol City Council’s total budget (2025–26), yet it is vital for the organisations, projects and artists that receive it. The proposed complete closure of the Cultural Investment Programme will put many of these artists, organisations and their programmes at risk.

Much of the work funded by the Cultural Investment Programme is in deprived areas of Bristol and the proposed cut to the funding will widen existing inequalities in the city.

Travelling Light Theatre Company work with children and young people in Barton Hill in the Lawrence Hill Ward of Bristol, which has the highest rates of child poverty in the city. Funding from the Cultural Investment Programme is Travelling Light’s only core public funding. This funding provides vital unrestricted funding to support Travelling Light’s core costs and programme, especially its work in the local community with children and young people who wouldn’t otherwise be able to access arts and culture.

Travelling Light’s work makes a real difference to the lives of children and young people in Bristol. It improves their confidence, supports their mental health and helps improve speaking and listening skills. Schools and early years settings say how important their work is to children’s learning and social and emotional development. Travelling Light’s work supports social cohesion, brings families and communities together, and provides thousands of children with their first experience of theatre.

Cultural Investment Programme funding provides vital match funding to lever in additional investment: for every £1 Bristol City Council invested in Travelling Light’s work, it generated an additional £9.26 in grants, donations and earned income. In addition Bristol City Council’s own impact survey found that Travelling Light’s work had an economic value to the city of £531,986 through its activities and the creation of employment opportunities.

More widely, the Impact Survey demonstrated the enormous impact and reach generated by the Council’s modest investment in Bristol’s cultural sector.
· 10.9 million people experienced Bristol’s culture in 2024, live and online
· Culture generates £892.9 million in economic impact for the city every year
· Culture creates £122.4 million in social value – improving health and wellbeing, education, community cohesion, employment, and the environment
· For every £1 invested by Bristol City Council, arts organisations bring around £88 back into Bristol’s economy

While the Council has expressed a desire to find new, long-term funding sources and continue to invest in the city’s cultural sector, no concrete alternatives have yet been identified. Early ideas for alternative investment are not yet fully developed and will take several years to come to fruition. In the meantime, many impactful cultural projects and organisations face closure or severe cuts to services when the Cultural Investment Programme ends. The Council cannot credibly advocate for future investment if it does not show faith in the sector by maintaining its own.
I am writing to ask you to oppose these cuts to the Cultural Investment Programme. 
Yours sincerely


